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AGED CARE — SHIRE OF KALAMUNDA 

Grievance 

MR M. HUGHES (Kalamunda) [9.18 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Planning concerning aged care 
in the Shire of Kalamunda. It is appropriate that on World Elder Abuse Awareness Day I bring to the attention of 
the house a situation that has arisen over time in Kalamunda; that is, a deficit of aged-care places, particularly for 
those in need of high-care support in aged-care facilities. I met with the minister on 5 April, and I thank her for 
responding very quickly to me during the early work that she was doing following her installation as the 
Minister for Planning; Lands. I brought to her attention the concerns that we have about the absence of adequate 
aged-care facilities in the Shire of Kalamunda. In doing so, I would like to acknowledge the significant work that 
was undertaken by the Shire of Kalamunda on residential aged-care options under the chairmanship of 
Hon Ken Wyatt, MP. Its report looked at needs that had been identified as early as 2008. Current information 
would suggest, based on Australian Bureau of Statistics data and the population projections available, that the 
population aged 70 years and over is expected to increase from 4 976 in 2011 to approximately 8 530 in 2021. 
That time is not far away and we are in a position in which the current provision for aged care within the electorate 
is in the order of 247 places across five providers. I understand that one of the providers, Valencia Nursing Home, 
will possibly take up the option of increasing its licence by about 80 beds, but we cannot be sure of that. As far 
back as 2009, Hall and Prior was identified as a provider that could provide additional aged-care places; it has 
them available. We are well aware that in January this year, during the course of the election campaign, a sod was 
turned and there was some prospect of that facility coming onstream. It was identified in the report as being 
available and operational from 2017. Clearly, that is not the case. I am interested in whether the minister has any 
information on the likelihood of Hall and Prior establishing that facility. 

I am also aware that there are two scheme amendments, one of which is for Gavour Road in Wattle Grove. 
I acknowledge that Wattle Grove is in my colleague’s electorate of Forrestfield. The instigation of a scheme 
amendment was proposed as far back as 2009 and was not accepted by a previous Minister for Planning in 2012. That 
application was subsequently resubmitted in 2014 with changes and it has been on the minister’s desk for some 
time—not during the course of the current minister’s tenure, but prior to that. Surprisingly, no action was taken by 
the previous government, although that scheme amendment was available. The other contentious issue is the Wilkins 
Road amendment. Surprisingly, during the course of the election campaign, the former minister was quite able on the 
death knock to advise that she was going to recommend that the government change a conservation area under the 
Department of Parks and Wildlife to be an urban zone. I recognise that the shire put forward that proposition in 2011, 
given that it was highly unlikely that the Gavour Road development would proceed. 

My constituents face a critical shortage. It is estimated that we will require an additional 435 residential care places 
by 2021. By my estimate, even if we include the 80 beds that are perhaps available through Valencia, and the 
possibility that the High Wycombe position will change with Hall and Prior actually putting something on the 
ground, we will still be left short of 200 beds. 

My request to the minister on 5 April focused on two matters. The minister needs to expedite the determination of 
the Gavour Road scheme amendment that was initially refused in 2012. Following the scheme amendment process 
being commenced in 2009 and it being resubmitted in 2014, having not been determined at that stage, can the 
minister advise whether this is likely to occur? I also asked the minister to take stock of the appropriateness of the 
recommendation to move the land at Wilkins Road, Walliston, from the Department of Parks and Wildlife into the 
urban zone, given that this is a controversial recommendation. It has divided my community between those who 
wish to conserve the environment and the availability of regional parks, and the aged-care community, which very 
much wishes something had been done earlier and which sees this as being the only viable alternative should the 
Gavour Road development not proceed. In light of the situation, is the minister in a position to advise my 
constituents on the progress of the metropolitan region scheme amendment 1271/41 regarding the Wilkins Road 
reserve and that for lot 500 Gavour Road, Wattle Grove? Given the continuing need to provide residential care in 
the shire, I seek the minister’s immediate assistance in identifying and facilitating access to land in the Kalamunda 
township and close by for the purposes of aged care as identified in the matrix that is included in the “Residential 
Aged Care Options in the Kalamunda Shire” report. If I need to, I am more than happy this morning to table that 
report. I would be very grateful if the minister could enlighten my constituents on the prospects of aged-care 
facilities being provided. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Planning) [9.25 am]: I thank the member for Kalamunda. Yes, we 
met very early on in my role as Minister for Planning. I also acknowledge the member for Forrestfield. Both members 
have independently come to me about the issue of aged care in the community. It has been a vexed issue in Kalamunda 
and there is always a debate about not only how much aged care is needed but also where. People want to age in 
place, so people in the hills want to have appropriate aged care close to their home, but I acknowledge that people 
down the hill also need aged care. Both members have been very active in wanting solutions for their communities, 
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and I acknowledge them. I also acknowledge the work of the Shire of Kalamunda. I met with the Shire of Kalamunda 
this week to discuss this issue and it has been very proactive in trying to identify sites. As the member for 
Kalamunda raised, the Wilkins Road location recommendation was as a result of a lot of other areas not moving 
forward. That is one area that the shire highlighted, but I will talk about that issue in a moment. 

In that discussion with the Shire of Kalamunda, we identified a number of other sites that have not moved forward 
and I am keen to move those forward, particularly the sites in Forrestfield. The member for Forrestfield raised the 
possibility of doing something with some old government land and also identifying sites further up into the hills. 
Aged care in the community is something that we raised as a major issue in opposition, to give people not only 
a real choice about where they live, particularly later in life, but also the ability to stay in their community where 
they know the local shops, doctors and services. It is a big issue, and one area in which Western Australia has not 
done well is that we constantly did not take up the bed allocations that the federal government gave us. From 
a whole-of-government perspective, it puts a lot of pressure on our hospital system too. It is an area that both the 
Minister for Health and I want to continue to work on because it not only gives people a better chance to age 
appropriately in their community, but also really assists in managing the health budget. When people live by 
themselves, they may stay in hospital a bit longer just because they do not have care at home; therefore, having 
aged-care facilities is very important. 

As Minister for Lands, as well as Minister for Planning, one of the government’s policies is to identify land 
throughout the community that the industry calls “lazy land”—that is, government-owned land that is not being 
used for a specific purpose—and consider how to facilitate further development of that land. The aged-care 
industry put to me that as we continue to urbanise, asking it to purchase urban-zoned land on the scale that is 
required to get the economies of aged-care facilities is very difficult. That is something that is prohibiting 
development. 

Turning to the specifics of the member’s grievance, he asked about the Hall and Prior facility. I asked the Shire of 
Kalamunda about the progress of that. I understand there is still some work being done to ensure the financing of 
that. All the planning hurdles have been crossed, but there are still some issues with that development. On the issue 
of Gavour Road, I have met with the Shire of Kalamunda. We have considered it and we are asking for and are 
supportive of that proposal proceeding. I have asked the Shire of Kalamunda to look at some modifications and 
I am waiting for those to come back to us. The planning changes will include provisions to ensure the quality of 
future facilities and a limit to the number of independent living units that may be developed onsite prior to the 
construction of a nursing home. Of course, there are also conditions to ensure that suitable effluent disposal is 
provided on the site.  

In supporting this amendment—we understand that this created a lot of community debate—all public submissions 
have been carefully considered. Once the modifications have been made by the shire, the amendment will be 
returned for my approval. As I said, this is one of the government’s first moves to deliver on its election 
commitments to remove the impediments for aged-care providers. This is one thing that will facilitate that 
outcome. That is one part of the matter, but there are a number of other options. I understand that the Minister for 
Health will be visiting Kalamunda tomorrow with the member for Kalamunda to look at the Kalamunda Hospital 
site and what can be facilitated on that site more generally. That makes a lot of sense when we have excess land 
around an institution.  

After our meeting on 5 April, I asked for some urgent advice about the site on Wilkins Road. One of the advantages 
of being Minister for Planning and Minister for Lands is that I get a whole-of-government view about what is 
happening. Some significant concerns were raised with me that highlighted the fact that even if the approval goes 
ahead, it is unlikely that such a facility would be constructed. We did not want to go through a process whereby 
we create expectations. This site comes with a number of outstanding issues—for example, native title issues that 
are still unresolved and other new constraints due to bushfire management. All these constraints would create 
further delays and result in not delivering the aged care that people want. 

Mr M. Hughes: They would create uncertainty, yes.  

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes. I know that it was approved by the previous government and submitted to the Governor. 
I am looking at how we can revoke that planning change and not go ahead with it because, ultimately, I do not want 
to create uncertainty and build up people’s hopes for something that will not be delivered. I do not think that site is 
suitable; we think that other sites on government-owned land will deliver better opportunities faster. 
 


	AGED CARE — SHIRE OF KALAMUNDA
	Grievance


